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ON THE HORIZON 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Vol. 14   No. 11 November  2010 

President- Bill Mckeel       Vice Pres-Dick Hoffman        Sec’y/PR Dir-Paul Hilchey       Treasurer-Ken Mack 

Next Meeting - Thursday, November 4 

 A&M Wood Supply Field Trip 

Thanks to Charlie Anderson and multiple club 

members for another successful tool swap/sale.  

 

Proceeds from tools donated by Hiwassee Furniture 

and Nils Agrell will be donated to Toys for Tots. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 September 

Toys for Tots Kickoff 

Hand Plane TuneUp 

PICNIC - Sept 8 4PM Beach 

December 

Toys for Tots Christmas Gala 

Community Church 

 

November 

Field visit A&M Wood Supply 

 

October Meeting in Review - Tool Swap  

   January 

Jim Annally - Lenoir City 

Wood Turning & Wood Carving 

 
A&M Supply in Knoxville wholesales their wood products 
to the cabinet industry but through a long association with 
our club they also offer our club members to purchase 
from them at wholesale pricing. You need only to show 
your membership card. (available from the secretary) 
 A&M has a large inventory of cabinet grade 
lumber and hardwood faced plywood, MDF, plus tools and 
accessories. 

 Carpool - meet at 5:30 PM at the Tellico visitor 

center. 45 minute ride to A&M. We will have a short club 
meeting in the conference room before a tour of their 
facility led by General Manager Larry Aistrop.  

 Non-carpool - meet us there by 6:30 PM.  

 
Driving directions: Address is: 6602 Dean Hill Dr., Knoxville - Phone 558-
3599 
- I-40 east toward Knoxville  
- exit 380 to US 11/70 to West Hills 
- left on Kingston Pike, go 1.7 miles 
- right on Gerald Ford St. go 500 ft. 
- right on Dean Hill Dr., go 0.3 miles  -- 6602 will be on the left 

 

Shirley McKeel – Sales, Cashier 

and Person Extraordinaire helps 

out. 

Committees: 

Nwsltr-  R. Mannarino/N. Kessler * Programs- C. Anderson/R. Mannarino/J. Henning * Skills Development- R. Mannarino/T. Borloglou * Club Historian- D. Breen * Toys for Tots- Chuck 

Hitch/Harry Westcott * Website Paul Hilchey 
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A TRIBUTE TO ROBERT G JONES (and yes he is still with us…) 

 

         
 
 

Tom Borloglou and Rick Mannarino recently had the good fortune of building a 21 foot Crew Boat (also known as a Shell) under the 

leadership of Bob Jones. Even though Bob coerced us into helping with a subtle Tom Sawyer technique of “anyone wanting to see 

sewing and fiber glass techniques for building a rowing vessel is welcome to visit our home on June 11”. Suffice it to say that we 

ventured over, never guessing we would spend some 50 hours over the next couple of months, completing the task. 

 

During that time, we came to know a gentle, incredibly glib, knowledgeable and gifted man (and his lovely wife Marian). His energy 

level was humbling and his ability to steer (subtle and sometimes not so subtle) without directing is second to none.  

Of course, Bob had a proverb for every situation and was able to soften tense moments with his sense of humor wrapped around 

biblical references.  

 

Bob’s favorite saying, “I don’t care if people really mean those nice things they say to me, just as long as they keep saying them” 

reinforced his positive approach toward life. 

 

Bob is modest but elegant in all he does (ranging from his cuisine, to his home to his workshop). Yes, his tools from the 60s could use 

some updating, but Bob knows how to make incredible wood masterpieces with what he has. We also designated Bob an Honorary 

Electrician, based on the web of wires, shorted home-made extension cords, blown breakers and circuitry in his workshop (garage).  

Once again, he always gets the job done. 

 

It has been both an honor and a life-long memorable experience to work with such an inspirational and dedicated mentor.  The shell 

(as most observed at the picnic) was not perfect but was certainly something to be proud of (oops, forgot. Bob cautioned more than 

once that pride is one of the seven deadly sins).  Just the same, the overall experience and resulting product has left these two fellow 

woodworkers, extremely humbled to have had the opportunity to work with a person of such class and perspective on life.  

 

Bob, thanks for the experience and thanks for being a fellow woodworker, mentor and now better friend. 

 

Best Regards, 

Tom Borloglou and Rick Mannarino  
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a great resource ---- 

 

 Are you looking for help on that project? You can certainly ask any of a number of guys in the 
club to give you a hand on that tricky project. If your new to the club and don’t know who to ask just 
speak up at our general meeting and you will have more than one member ready and truly willing to 
help you out. It is also a way to get to know some more fellow woodworkers.  
 Another good source for information, besides the internet, is our local Tellico 
Village library. Currently all the woodworking books and DVD’s are in the back 

workroom of the library where you can quietly peruse books on most any woodworking  subject. The 
library also carries a complete up-to-date set of “Shop Notes” including an index. You can make a copy of 
an article or check out the loose leaf binder that covers the issue you are interested in. DVD’s on many 
woodworking subjects are also available for check out including the DVD’s of many of the club meeting 
demos which were filmed by Wes Clarke. 
 Remember the club motto: Learn by sharing knowledge and experience. 

 

                                       ****************************************************** 

 

 

 

 

 

Lloyd Donnelly – Saw 

Horses 

Dick Hoffmann’s - Vase 

 
Gene Yeager - 

Cradle  

 

Dave Jones – Bed Table   
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Eight Tips for Milling Rough Lumber  (narrowed down by Paul Hilchey)  

By Tom Caspar 

 
This is an excerpt (from  òGetting the Most from your Wood -Buying Bucks" from American Woodworker.  This excerpt is 
from Chapter 2 of that book.  
Transforming a long, gnarled plank of rough l umber into a set of perfectly milled boards is immensely satisfying.  Not 
only do you save money, but you become intimate with the character of every precious piece of wood.  The biggest 
benefit, however, is being absolutely certain that your boards are tr uly flat, straight and square.  That is the solid 
foundation you need to make accurate cuts, lay out precise joints and glue boards together without gaps.  Here are 
some helpful pointers to build that foundation.  

Cut Off the Ends First  

Cracks in a boardõs ends are a common flaw.  Cut them off before you do any other crosscutting, so you know the true, 
usable length of your board. These cracks are also called end checks.  Large checks are easy to see and remove, but 
you may also find hairline cracks that are nõt easily visible on the boardõs surface or end. 
Cut off the end of a board a little bit at a time, like slicing a loaf of bread. Slices about 1/4 inch. As each slice falls 
off, inspect it for checks.  If the slice breaks very easily across the grain, it probably contains a hairline check.  

Let Boards Rest  

To make pieces dead flat, let boards rest before taking them down to final thickness.  Plane boards 1/8 inch thicker 
than needed and stack them with stickers or stand them on edge so air can circulate aro und every side.  
After the boards rest for a day or so, check each board for flatness by laying it on a table saw or jointer.  Itõs not 
unusual to find that some previously flat boards have cupped or twisted a bit.  Re -joint one side of these boards, then 
plane every board to final thickness.  

Cut Big Boards into Small Pieces  

Itõs best to cut a big rough-sawn board into individual pieces, one for each part on your cutting list, more or less, and 
then start milling.  Cut oversize by 1/2 inch of length and 1/4 inch of width.  
The problem with the big -board strategy is that the smaller pieces may not end up flat or straight.  Some boards have a 
lot of internal stress.  When the board is whole, all this stress is in balance.  When you rip the board, you release som e 
of that stress.  Each piece seeks a new balance and a new shape.  A flat, straight board ripped down the middle might 
well make two boards that arenõt flat or straight.  Itõs hard to predict which boards will react this way. 

Follow the Grain  

Youõve seen boards like the whose grain runs off the edge in a bad way.  If that board becomes part of your project, its 
slanting grain stands out like a sore thumb.  Eliminate this problem at the outset, while the board is still rough.  Cut a 
new edge that more truly  follows the grain.  

Mark Grain Direction  

Mark grain direction on the boardõs end. This mark tells you to òstart the cut hereĂó on the nearest face. This line 
wonõt be removed by jointing or planing.  
Look at the marks and orient them all the same way:  fac e down and pointing away from the planer.  Even if the 
boards fall onto the floor as they come out of the machine, you can easily reassemble them with the grain all going the 
same way, and get right back to work.  

Avoid Badly Twisted Boards  

Some twisted boards are hopeless causes.  You might just as well turn them into firewood.  Sure, you can joint them 
flat, but a few rogue boards have a nasty habit of slowly continuing to twist , no matter how many times theyõre 
jointed or how short or narrow you cut them.  
If your rough lumber is only slightly twisted, however, donõt get too alarmed.  It doesnõt mean you have got junk wood.  
It may remain perfectly stable after it is milled.  Just cut it as short and narrow as you can in the rough state  ñ  but 
not less than 12 inches long  ñ  to get the maximum yield in thickness.  

http://www.motherearthnews.com/shopping/detail.aspx?itemnumber=4715
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Use the Best Crosscutting Tools  

Rough lumber can be tricky to crosscut safely.  Its faces and edges are rarely flat and straight, so using a chop saw, 
miter saw or table saw is not the best practice, because the blade could bind, stall, or kick back.  Try a Japanese tree -
trimming saw.  T his very coarse handsaw cuts incredibly fast.  
Crosscut before doing any jointing or planing.  Crosscutting reduces a big board to more manageable sizes, so it can  be 
milled more accurately.  

Skip Plane To Reveal Grain  

What exactly is under that rough surface?   Sometimes it is quite difficult to read the grain, spot defects or figure out 
where the sapwood lies in a rough sawn board  ñ  all the things you would want to know before cutting it up.  
If stumped, run the whole board through the planer.  Plane just eno ugh to remove the high spots and skip over the low 
spots.  You donõt need to see an entirely planed surface to mark up the board for cutting into smaller pieces. 
When the board comes out of the planer, do not assume it is flat.  Cut it up into smaller piec es and joint one face of 
every piece before running it through the planer again.  You lose a bit of the boardõs maximum thickness when you skip 
plane, but that is usually no big deal.  
 
Editor's Note :   If you do not want to use a planer, try a portable bel t sander with a very coarse grit belt (36 or 
40 grit) on all four (4) sides.  

                                           ****************************************************** 

 

Three (3) Great Table Saw Blades 
By George VonDriska, WoodWorkers Guild of America (narrowed down by Paul Hilchey) 
With a table saw you need to know which blade to put on, depending on what you are planning on cutting.  There are 
three ( 3) very useful blades.  

 
 First, a crosscut/sheet stock blade  with a high tooth count and alternate 
top bevel tooth pattern grind .  On 10ó blades look for a tooth count of 60 
to 80 teeth .  Use this blade to get high quality  cuts on the end grain of 
soft and hard woods and on materials like plywood.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Next, a dedicated ripping blade .  These typically have 24 to 40 teeth  and 
a flat top grind .  Ripping blades need big gullets to carry away the large 
chips that ripping produces.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Finally, a òcomboó blade that will do both crosscutting and ripping.  The 
40-tooth alternate top bevel grind blades are very popular.  They do a 
nice job.  If you want to hang one blade on your saw, and leave it on 
there, this is the blade of choice.  -  Happy Wood Working!  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.wwgoa.com/about-us/#_blank
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Attention Pacemaker Users 
Now that we have custom nametags, we hope all our members will use them.  However, those 

individuals who use pacemakers should take special care.  Since the nametag clasp is 

magnetic, it may interfere with the pacemaker. 


